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importation of supplies into Poland which might
be used by the Germans, but mainly through the
German refusal to allow such supplies to come
in on reasonable terms. Indeed, the Germans
declared, in July 1916, that the prospects of a
good harvest were such that foreign relief was
unnecessary!

Naturally, all this could not fail to affect the
Polish Legions, and by the autumn of 1916 they
were practically in a state of disintegration. It was
then, on 5th November 1916, that the Central
Powers proclaimed the 'Kingdom of Poland',
Naturally, the proclamation was not dictated by
any intention to liberate Poland; it was, in fact,
a sprat to catch a mackerel. Germany and Austria
needed more men in the field and thought they
could get them in Poland. Yet this patently
insincere act on the part of the Central Powers
was enough to revive the spirits and hopes of
the Legions. Even so, however, the Central
Powers did not even pretend that they wanted
to create an independent Poland. According to
the protocol signed on I2th August by the German
Chancellor, Bethmann-Holweg, and Burian, con-
tained the following terms:

1.  Poland to become an independent hereditary
.Kingdom.

2.  Rectification    of    frontiers    in    favour    of
Germany.

3.  Exclusion   of  the   Government  of  Suvalki
from the Kingdom.